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From the Desk of Principal Michelle Limb

Educate...
  Empower...
      Excel...

Fall/Winter 2015

Our students had the unique 
opportunity to kick off the new  
2015-2016 school year by taking part 
in various activities that welcomed  
Papa Francis to  America!  They had 
an amazing time learning about and 
watching Pope Francis’ visit to the 
United 

States.  Classrooms live-
streamed the many important 
events during this historic 
time of our Pope’s first visit 
to our country.  From his 
landing at Joint Base Andrews 
in Maryland, riding in a Fiat 
(a gentle reminder of Our 
Blessed Mother’s “fiat” or her “yes” to God), 
to the canonization of Junípero Serra, it was a 
special learning experience for our students.  It 
was also a true reminder of the simple message 
that Pope Francis shares with people around the 
world: it’s that of love. Everything we say and 
do needs to come from a place of love.  Imagine 
what we can do to change our world by simply 

acting out of love. 
This year we continue to provide 21st 

century learning experiences for all 
of our students.  Class trips in 

grades 5-8 are enhancing the 
rigorous curriculum offered at 
St. Raphael School.  For the 
first time, our 5th graders 
will have an overnight stay 

with the Santa Barbara Maritime Museum 
on the tall ship Spirit of Dana Point. 
This experience brings history alive as 
they experience ship living of an 1830’s 
sailor.  The 6th grade class continues their 
adventures at Science Camp, as well as an 
overnight stay at the Santa Barbara Zoo.  

For the second year in row, 7th grade will enjoy 
three days exploring and learning with the Catalina 
Island Marine Institute. Sacramento, our state’s 
capitol, will welcome our 8th graders for five days! 
 At St. Raphael School, classrooms are portals 
to endless learning opportunities on campus, in 
the community, and in the world.  Teachers and 
students are encouraged to explore, innovate, 

and create educational 
experiences that are 
meaningful, rigorous, and 
even fun.   
 We are thankful for the 
many wonderful families 
and benefactors that truly 
make St. Raphael School 
the amazing place we all 
love! 

In Mary’s Love, 
Ms. Michelle Limb
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W               
e plan to use our outdoor 
 classroom to build 
appreciation for our 

environment, for conservation, and for 
nourishing ourselves with good food!  In 
this course we will introduce ideas for the 

children to consider 
such as composting, 
water conservation, 
soil science, and 
more.

We will also get to 
eat the fruits of our labors!  Not 
only does growing an edible 
garden 
teach 
valuable 
lessons 
like saving 

money and increasing the 
nutritional value and flavor of 
food, it also ... YES ... 
helps the environment 
as the Pope has asked.  
It is also a fun outdoor 
activity that the entire 
family can do together.

Be sure to ask your kids 
what they are planting 
and eating from the garden each week.  Please feel free to 
send in plants and/or seeds to school so that they can be 
planted in the class gardens.  How can you incorporate 
these ideas at home?  Ask your kids to help prep your 
dinner and talk about the produce that you eat!  Where is 
it from, how does it grow, and what season does it grow 
are great questions to ask!  We know that when children 
are involved in the preparation of their food they are 

more apt to try new things.  We hope to 
help our young picky eaters understand that 
a varied diet is a healthy and fun diet!

Currently, we are 
getting the fall 
gardens planted 
with such things 
as kale, celery, 
broccoli, carrots, 
beets, radishes, 
lettuce, herbs, 
cauliflower and 

more.  In the fall garden, think 
salads and other healthy greens.  

In many respects, the fall garden is 
a favorite and here in Santa Barbara 
we are lucky to be able to grow 
food year-round.

 

Garden Education Program 
WE ARE PLANTING AND GROWING IN THE GARDEN! 

 A new project has been generously funded to provide our children with this specialty programming.   

It comes coincidentally at the same time Pope Francis has urgently called on us all to care for the planet.   

“The best place to seek  
God is in a garden.”   

—GeorGe Bernard Shaw

The Archdiocese of Los Angeles has made a switch from 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) to the STAR test via 
Renaissance Learning. Students will be tested in grades 
K-8 a minimum of four times a year in Mathematics and 
Reading.  With the ITBS, students were tested during a 
two-week window taking a lot of time away from direct 
classroom instruction.  The new STAR testing allows for 
consent monitoring of student growth and achievement 
while only taking approximately 25 minutes per test.  
Teachers are able to use the data to help our students 
master specific skills as well as create  
consistent learning groups.  
At St. Raphael School, we are excited about the change 
and know that this follows our mission as we educate 
all children in preschool through eighth grade in mind, 
body and spirit by imparting the values of Jesus through 
a rigorous curriculum, devoted faculty, and an actively 
involved parent community.  

STAR Testing
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Living Rosary
Every year at St. Raphael School we pray the 
Living Rosary together two times a year.  All 
the children from KK-8th grade gather on the 
field around two huge wooden rosaries.  Two or 
three children sit at each bead forming a “Living 
Rosary” with older children helping younger 
ones.   Our religion commissioner carries in 
a statue of Mary as the entire school sings 
“Immaculate Mary.”  Student Council members 
take turns reading the mysteries and the 

children all recite the Rosary prayers together.
The Rosary is a powerful prayer in honor of 
Mary and shows our devotion to Jesus and 
Our Blessed Mother.   The Joyful, Sorrowful, 
Glorious, and Luminous mysteries of the Rosary 
remind us of the story of Jesus’ life.  Often, we 
pray the rosary for world peace.  We know that 
Mary is a loving intercessor for us in our prayers 
and we are grateful to have this wonderful 
opportunity at St. Raphael School.  

Living Rosary

The month of October in the Catholic Church is dedicated to the  
Holy Rosary and we honor Our Blessed Mother during the month of May. 

ANNUAL FUND
We started our 2015-16 school year full of excitement: The kids are vibrant and happy to reconnect with 
their friends and teachers, teachers are ready for another awesome academic year, and the development 
committee has been working very hard in this year’s Annual Fund campaign. As it was in the past 2 years, our 
goal is to achieve 100% participation of our school body and also reach the initial financial goal of $42,000. 

We are so happy to share that, once again, we had 100% of our students participating in this  
the first phase of our campaign! All funds raised through direct donations, or through the  
entrepreneurial projects, will be invested directly in our school, maintaining affordable 

tuition, and investing towards the technology of our 
classrooms. It is so rewarding when we see how academically 
and technologically savvy our children are. 

If you didn’t have the chance yet to contribute to our Annual       
Fund campaign, you still have time! You can make your 
tax-deductible donation directly on our school 

website or just stop by our school office with your generous 
contribution. As Pope Francis mentioned, “We need to see each 
child as a gift.” Let’s all embrace this message and support  
our campaign.
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What’s Cool About Catholic School 
Students in Catholic and other private schools 
demonstrate higher academic achievement than 

students from similar backgrounds in public schools.

Millennials who go to Catholic school are 7-8 times 
more likely to attend Mass as adults.

Urban Catholic schools are more effective at closing 
achievement gaps in reading and math in  

underserved communities.

Catholic high school graduates are 2 times more 
likely to receive bachelor’s degrees compared to  

public school counterparts.

Catholic schools tend to produce graduates who are 
more civically engaged, more tolerant of diverse 
needs and more committed to service as adults.

  St. Raphael School upcoming events:
November 6: End of the 1st Trimester

November 11: No School  
for Veterans Day

November 16: Jeans for Jesus

November 17: School Mass at 10:00am

November 26-27: Thanksgiving Vacation

December 10: School Mass for the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception  
at 10:00am

December 17: Christmas Program  
at 6:00pm

December 18: Christmas Vacation begins
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Saint Raphael School 
160 Saint Josephs Street  
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

A Profile of a St. Raphael School Graduate:

Upon graduation from St. Raphael School,
we will be . . .

uccessful students who are

echnologically competent individuals receiving

igorous curriculum preparing us to be

cademic achievers,

eople of faith and

elpers in our community.  We are

ware individuals that

xcel as 

eaders!
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