
We truly believe that 
St. Raphael School, 
with our belief  in the 
Gospel values and a 
rigorous curriculum, 
is uniquely qualified 

to change lives, and to 
form young children 
and adolescents into 
leading citizens of 
our complex 21st  

century world.

Educate...
  Empower...
      Excel...

Spring/Summer 2016

From the Desk of Principal Michelle Limb
As we continue through the season of 
spring and anticipate summer, at St. 
Raphael School we look forward to many 
traditions and activities that are connected 
to our Blessed Mother.  During the month 
of May, we are reminded of Mary’s “fiat” 
and how we too are called to submit to 
the will of God. We look forward to our 
May Crowning Mass, praying the rosary 

together each day, and of course, First Holy Communion for 
many of our students.
 When people ask me what is so 
special about St. Raphael School, 
I always start with how we are 

first and 
foremost 
a Catholic 
school, 
and that 
we build a strong foundation of faith 
for our students and their families.  
This school year, we welcomed three 
students into the Catholic Church 
through the Sacrament of Baptism.  
Our entire student body witnessed 
this special occasion at the monthly 
school Mass.  

 We know that 
elementary school and 
junior high 
years are 
critical 
in laying 
a solid 
foundation 
in mind, body and spirit 
that sets our students 
on the journey as they 

prepare for high school, college and 
career.   
 May our Blessed Mother Mary 
continue to bring us all closer to her 
son, Jesus.
—Ms. Michelle Limb

Website: www.straphaelschoolsb.org

Congratulations to the Class of 2016



James McCann graduated from 

St. Raphael School in 2004. 

James participated in junior high 

sports, student council, and was 

an alter server during his time 

here.  After St. Raphael School, 

James attended Dos Pueblos 

High School where he was drafted 

by the Chicago White Sox, but 

decided to attend college instead. 

He received a baseball scholarship 

to the University of Arkansas where 

he was an outstanding student, 

studying communications with 

an emphasis in public speaking, 

and a phenomenal athlete for the 

Razorbacks. 

During his time at the 

University of Arkansas, 

James was a semifinalist for the 

Johnny Bench Award, which 

is presented to the best 

catcher in NCAA’s 

Division 1.  James’s 

hard work paid off 

by earning 

him a spot on 

the United States 

national team for 

the 2011 Baseball 

World Cup and the 

2011 Pan American 

Games, where 

he won the silver medal. In 2011, 

James was drafted second round by 

the Detroit Tigers and was called 

up to the “Big League” in 2014.  He 

made a huge impact on the team 

both on and off the field. James 

is well respected by his coaches, 

teammates, as well as the fans for his 

confident yet humble demeanor.  

 What makes James stand out among 

the many professional athletes is when 

he signs his autograph for his many 

fans. He always 

includes the 

bible verse Mark 

10:27 below 

his signature. 

This Bible 

verse states, 

“For human beings it is 

impossible, but not for 

God.  All things are 

possible for God.”  

 James and his wife 

Jessica were married in 

November of 2014. In 

the off-season, they 

reside in Fayetteville, 

Arkansas.  He’s a true 

example of a St. Raphael School graduate 

that truly believes that all things are 

possible through God.  Congratulations, 

James and GO, TIGERS! 
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SciTrek provides two six-week lesson 
plan modules and all the resources 
needed to embed teacher and 
students in an inquiry-based science 

laboratory in the classroom. With the help 
of  UCSB undergraduate and graduate 

volunteers, 5th, 
7th, and 8th 
graders are 
learning to act 
like scientists by 
designing and 
carrying out their 
own experiments 
and drawing 
evidence-based 
conclusions.

Dr. Mary 
Nishimoto worked 
with Mrs. Galvan 
and UCSB SciTrek 

to bring an exciting science program to 
our junior high students for the first time.  
In January for two weeks, the 7th and 8th 
grade classes competed against each other 
to find the best approach to make yeast 
cells produce the most carbon dioxide. The students were 
immersed not only in running a series of  experiments; 
they also had 
to collaborate 
with each 
other. 
Classmates 
discussed 
results from 
each round of  
experiments 
to determine 

what different conditions they would test 
during the next round and finally decide on 
the best approach by the class.

The 8th graders won the challenge, but 
both classes were winners using the 
scientific method.  In the SciTrek program, 
students practice teamwork and using 
logical steps to problem solving. These 
skills help them to meet challenges not 
only in the science 
lab, but also in the 
real world.

The 5th grade also 
had the opportunity 
to participate 
in two different 
learning modules 
with the UCSB 
SciTrek team this 
year.  During the 
first module, the 
students worked 
in small groups 
to learn the scientific method through 

chromatography 
experiments.  In the 
second part of  the year, 
the students were able 
to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of  
the scientific method 
through the SciTrek 
“Shadows Program.” 
The SciTrek program 

allowed students to act and talk like scientists. They 
experienced real-life examples of  how science is used and 
applied in their everyday lives.   
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Exploring with SciTrek  
THE UCSB SCITREK PROGRAM IS  AN EXPANDING PART OF THE  

ST.  RAPHAEL SCHOOL SCIENCE CURRICULUM. 

We are thankful to SciTrek for their partnership with St. Raphael School and  

look forward to expanding the program next year.

In the SciTrek 
program, students 
practice teamwork 
and using logical 
steps to problem 

solving. These skills 
help them to meet 
challenges not only 
in the science lab, 

but also in the  
real world.

ST. RAPHAEL

  

Baptisms
This Easter Season, we welcomed three of our students into the Catholic Church through 
the Sacrament of Baptism.  Monsignor Jon reminded us during our school Mass how old 
this Sacrament is and how special it is to receive as well as witness it.  We all renewed our 
Baptismal promise together and stood in solidarity as Christians.  Welcome to the Catholic 
Church, Adrian, Alana and Gianfranco! Pope Francis says that Baptism “illuminates us with 
the grace of Christ, so that we 
may also be a light for others.” 
We continue to pray with our 
entire community of faith, so we 
can indeed continue to feel the 
immeasurable love of God and be 
lights of Christ for all the world.  

Baptism “illuminates 
us with the grace of 
Christ, so that we 

may also be a light 
for others.” 

 
—PoPe Francis

JAMES McCANN | ST. RAPHAEL 2004 GRADUATE
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Saint Raphael School 
160 Saint Josephs Street  
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

A Profile of a St. Raphael School Graduate:

Upon graduation from St. Raphael School,
we will be . . .

uccessful students who are

echnologically competent individuals receiving

igorous curriculum preparing us to be

cademic achievers,

eople of faith and

elpers in our community.  We are

ware individuals that

xcel as 

eaders!
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The Totally Classic 50’s 
auction was a smashing hit! 
The evening was full of beauty and glamour. At the 
entrance of Fess Parker’s Doubletree Resort, Mr. David 
Borgatello’s 1950’s classic car brought even 
more excitement to the whole evening 
where everyone had their pictures taken 
with the beautiful car.

The silent auction items created much 
enthusiasm and were “fought over” by 
so many interested bidders all dressed 

in their 50’s attire.  The live auction proved 
to be a great success with the bidding high and our 
benefactors extremely generous.  

We couldn’t have done it without the help of 
our auction committee and all of our parents 
who contributed to making this night a rockin’ 
success!

We are already looking forward to next year’s event,  
so mark your calendars for Saturday, February 25th!

St. Raphael School upcoming events:

Website: www.straphaelschoolsb.org

May 30:  No School in Honor of    
 Memorial Day

June 1:  Graduation Mass at 10:00 am   
 and Graduation at 6:00 pm

June 10: Noon Dismissal and  
 Last day of School

August 13: Dennis Uniform Sale from   
 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

August 24: First Day of School

September 5:  No School for Labor Day

September 22: Student Council Mass

September 25: Parish Festival


