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From the Desk of Principal Michelle Limb

Educate...
  Empower...
      Excel...

Spring/Summer 2015

As we come to the close of another school 
year, it’s wonderful to reflect on the past 
and look forward to the future.  This 
past year, we welcomed a new pastor, 
introduced new programs, and continued 
to move our school forward through the 
accreditation process.  

St. Raphael School continues to shine 
as we are educating 21st century learners. It is a joy to see 
all teachers and students with technology at their 
fingertips to assist them in their learning, and to 
challenge them in their critical thinking skills at all 
grade levels.  During the first few weeks of the school 
year, Monsignor Jon was mesmerized when watching 
our KinderKlasse and Kindergarten students on 
laptops.  His glowing impression continued when 
he recently visited the kindergarten classroom where 
the students were deconstructing and constructing 
numbers.  Of course, Monsignor Jon was “tutored” 
by our little ones what the math actually entails! 

The springtime is always one of my favorite times of the year. 
There is excitement of newness, and of course the anticipation 
of graduation and summer; but at a Catholic school there is 
much more.  The month of May is dedicated to Our Blessed 
Mother.  As is our tradition, students will take home a statue 
of Mary to pray the rosary as a family, we gather for the living 

rosary, have all-school adoration and 
then crown Our Mother and Queen.   

In May of 2002, Saint John Paul II said, 
“Today we begin the month dedicated to 
Our Lady, a favorite of popular devotion. 
In accord with a long-standing tradition 
of devotion, parishes and families 
continue to make the month of May a 
‘Marian’ month, celebrating it with many 

devout liturgical, catechetical 
and pastoral initiatives!”  The 
Blessed Virgin Mary is the 
Mother of the Church and therefore the example, as 
well as the guide and inspiration of everyone who, 
in and through the Church, seeks to be the servant 
of God and man, and the obedient agent of the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit.

The gift of a Catholic education is something that 
lasts a lifetime and all of the employees at St. Raphael 

School feel honored to share that with our students and the 
entire Santa Barbara community.  

  May Our Blessed Mother continue to lead us all closer to Jesus.

In Mary’s Love,
Ms. Michelle Limb
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Students at St. Raphael School in Santa Barbara had the 
wonderful opportunity to spend time with Jesus.   
Deacon Steve brought the Monstrance 
on campus, processioned around the 
quad, and then to the field where 
students followed our Lord and sat 
with Him in quiet, reflective prayer.  
As the student body from KinderKlasse 
through 8th grade made their way to 
the field, a small group of preschoolers 
were standing at the fence.  One 
exclaimed, “It’s someone’s birthday!”  Candles and bells 
were announcing Christ’s presence with the joy, beauty 

and feeling of love that a birthday brings in the eyes of 
an innocent child!  Adoration music played as almost 

300 students knelt before our Lord. The 
splendor of our campus and the presence 
of Jesus brought some tears to witnesses’ 
eyes.  What a better gift to give our students 
than to spend time adoring Jesus.  We are 
not only blessed for the opportunity of 
Adoration, but we are continually grateful 
that our school sits in the shadow of the 
Eucharist where students not only receive a 

rigorous education, but more importantly they get to know 
and experience Jesus Christ our Savior every day.

Adoration

For the past two years, the 
teachers have been working on 
our Self Study for our WASC/
WCEA (Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges/Western 
Catholic Education Association) 
accreditation that took place this 
past March.  It’s a wonderful 
process where 
we have 
the distinct 

opportunity to analyze our programs 
and learn ways to improve.  We hosted 
principals, teachers and the WASC 
commissioner for the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles for three days as they 
meticulously reviewed our Self Study 
report, looked for supporting evidence 
in their classroom visits, and interviews 
with teachers, students, the School Board as well as a parent 
group.   

The group paid our school a very high compliment in their 
Report of Findings with the following statement:

Visiting Committee Summary Thoughts:

The Visiting Committee observed a strong faith-
based community at St. Raphael School.  One parent 
commented, “The school starts in the classroom.  I have 

met some of the finest people walking my students to 
class.” The Visiting Committee was welcomed with smiles, 
greetings, and warm hospitality.  

Parent involvement is an integral part of the St. Raphael 
community.  Mothers and fathers were observed on campus 
throughout the day, attending Mass, and dropping/picking 
up their children.  One mother commented that the spirit 
of volunteerism at St. Raphael’s is so strong that it has 

“rejuvenated my faith in people.” 

A colleague from the local Catholic 
high school stated that students from 
St. Raphael School are some of the best-
prepared students.  He pointed out that the 
improvement in the educational program 
has been incredible.  As one parent board 
member remarked that this was not just 
a two-year effort; we have been learning 

about WCEA/WASC every day.  The 
Visiting Committee commends the 
school for its dedication to continuous 
improvement.  We agree with this 
statement made by a parent: “The 
school is going in absolutely the right 
direction.”

St. Raphael School is thankful for 
the Visiting Committee’s work and 
dedication to Catholic education.

WA S C / W C E A
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St. Raphael School has expanded its sports program to include 
students in grades 4-8.  We are proud to offer boys’ and girls’ 
basketball, soccer, volleyball, co-ed flag football, and even track 
and field.  

The sports program at St. Raphael School gives all interested 
student-athletes the opportunity to participate, be part of a team, 
and learn important athletic skills.   The best part of the program 
is that everyone has the opportunity to play and understand the 
importance of being a good teammate and what true dedication 
means -- all while getting some exercise and becoming healthier 

individuals!  Student-athletes must balance time for practices and 
games while still maintaining good grades and completing the 
rigorous academic expectations of our school.  

The school sports are convenient for parents as practices are right 
after school and many of the games take place on our beautiful 
campus with parent volunteers coaching most of the teams.  We 
are proud to offer our expanded sports program and look forward 
to its continued success. GO CHARGERS!

In the past 
five years, 
we have 
continued 
to purchase, 
implement 
and improve 
on the 

technology available to our students 
and teachers.  This year, our teachers in 
grades 6-8 implemented Google Apps for 

Education as well as Google Classroom. 
Students are able to access assignments, 
turn in assignments and organize their 
work in an online format.  Also, all of the 
classrooms have been equipped with Apple 
Televisions and flat screen televisions.  
Students and teachers can display work 
from the iPads or laptops on the flat 
screen television and are utilizing it as an 
educational tool.  
Students are able to use technology every 

day with our online content programs, 
group presentations and sharing current-
academic content that is not only 
preparing 
them for high 
school, but 
also college  
and their 
eventual 
careers.  

Google Classroom, Apple TVs, Flat Screens and More

What the students think of Google Classroom:
Seri:  Google Classroom helps me go directly to a site and I 
don’t have to search for it.  It helps me organize because when 
I have to turn in an assignment, it’s all right there.  The new 
televisions make it easier for presentations because we can just 
Air Play from the laptops or iPads so everyone can see it.

Nicole: I think it has made it easier to have classroom 
discussion using the new televisions.  Google Classroom helps 
with assignments and it has our rubrics as well.  We set up a 
google doc and share it with people in our group so we can 
work on projects together. 

Isaia: Google Classroom is helpful because if you forget to 
write down an assignment, you can just log in and check what’s 
due tomorrow.

Tommy: I like Google Classroom because it’s all in one 
place.  You don’t have to go to the url and search one by one.  
It’s helpful because you can turn in assignments on it.  The 
new laptops are great because they don’t freeze or crash. They 
are really high tech. It helps with typing papers and doing 
homework.  
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Alumni 
After celebrating over 50 years of Catholic education at St. Raphael School, we are looking forward to reconnecting with our alumni.   
Last year, we held an “Alumni Day” in June and have been working with the Catholic Alumni Project to collect and find current 
addresses of our many wonderful alumni.  For the first time, we would like our graduates to send in some highlights of “What’s new?” 
and “Where are you now?” for our Fall/Winter edition of this newsletter.  Please email us at alumni@straphaelschoolsb.org or send a 
note to the school office (160 St. Joseph Street Santa Barbara, CA 93111).  We look forward to hearing from you and sharing your  
good news with our school.

St. Raphael School upcoming events:

June 11: Last Day of School.  Awards Assembly at  
   11:00 in the Church.  Noon Dismissal.

August 8: Dennis Uniform Sale in the Parish Hall from  
    10:00 am – Noon.

August 27: 1st Day of School for the 2015-2016 School Year  
             with Noon Dismissal.

September 7: No School for Labor Day.

September 10: Annual Fund Kick-Off.

September 24: Student Council Mass.

October 29: Grandparents Day.
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Saint Raphael School 
160 Saint Josephs Street  
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

A Profile of a St. Raphael School Graduate:
Upon graduation from St. Raphael School,
we will be . . .

uccessful students who are

echnologically competent individuals receiving

igorous curriculum preparing us to be

cademic achievers,

eople of faith and

elpers in our community.  We are

ware individuals that

xcel as 

eaders!
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