
Educate...
    Empower...
            Excel...

As we enter springtime with 
the anticipation of summer 
vacation, it’s important to 
slow down and smell the 
flowers.  Spring is one of my 
favorite seasons.  �is year is 
particularly beautiful because of 
the rain that we experienced this 

winter.  God’s beauty is truly present in our local 
mountains with the wildflowers as well as our school gardens.  
Just the other day, I was walking back 
with students from daily Mass and 
our Blessed Mother was welcoming 
us up the ramp to school with open 
arms and an array of bright pink 
geraniums.  �e statue of Our Lady 
of Grace welcomes people daily but 
these pink flowers made me stop and 

appreciate the 
little things.  
Please take some time 
in the upcoming weeks 
to stop and smell the 
flowers!
 �is school year is 
coming to a close and 
we are thankful for the 
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new learning opportunities 
that our students experienced.  
Our first, second and third 
graders were able to read to 
dogs through the ARF Program 
(Animals + Reading = Fun). �ey 
cuddled up with a dog once a week and 
improved their reading skills.  Bike skills 
were improved through four weeks 

of lessons in second and fourth grades.  �ird graders dove 
into swim lessons at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara.  �e Walking Classroom got our fourth graders 
up and out of the classroom hitting the road twice a 
week.  Fifth graders participated in the Wilderness Youth 
Project with biweekly hikes. Sixth, seventh and eighth 

graders participated in 
team building ropes 
courses. �e eighth 
graders graciously received 
etiquette classes. We are 
thankful for these unique 
learning opportunities that 
continue to make  
St. Raphael School the 

special place that we all love.  
 Wishing you a wonderful summer vacation.  
May our Blessed Mother continue to bring us all closer  
          to her Son, Jesus.—Ms. Michelle Limb
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It’s college acceptance time for many 
of our alumni.  As I run into families 
throughout town, it’s always fun to see 
where our students are being accepted, 

currently attending college, or 
have graduated.  Some of the 
universities and colleges include: 
University of Notre Dame, 
Cornell, University of Colorado - 
Boulder, University of California 
- Santa Cruz, University of 
Michigan, Chapman, Loyola 
Marymount University, 

University of Wisconsin, USC, UCLA, 
UCSB, University of San Diego, University 
of San Francisco, Westmont, Villanova, UC 
Davis, University of Miami, Boise State, UC 
Irvine, Oregon State, and Cal Poly. And this 
is just a fraction of our graduates and where 
they have been after their foundation at  
St. Raphael School! 

 Alumni that graduated 
from St. Raphael 

School just four 
years ago are now 

making their way to college in fall and are 
heading to the following institutions: Loyola 
Marymount, University of San Diego, Boise 
State University, Chapman, UCSB, and 
USC. Two of our graduates will be playing 
sports at the college-level in swimming and 
football. Go, Chargers!  
 In talking to our graduates, 
the number one thing they 
are reminded about when 
they think of their time at St. 

Raphael 
School 
is their 
faith and 
how that foundation 
was built here. We 

know that we 
are not just 

preparing our 
graduates for college 
and their careers, but 
more importantly, we are 
preparing them for heaven!
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UCSC, and USC.
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May Crowning
One of the most memorable days 
at our Catholic schools is May 
Crowning.  It is a tradition that 
dates back to the 18th century and 
continues today. �e morning of 
this time-honored tradition begins 
with all of our families bringing in 
flowers, vines, and greenery to adorn 
a ladder for the ceremony that every 
year miraculously transforms into 
a beautiful array of color with just 
enough flowers.   

As a school community we gather 
together, sing Marian hymns, and 
recall the gift our Holy Mother Mary 
is to each of us in our lives. �is 
special tradition that takes place each 

year in May, Mary’s Month, is a much-anticipated celebration 
of our Blessed Mary. 

Our Religion Commissioner from the Student Council 
holds the privilege of crowning Mary in the church.  Our 
kindergarten students also take part in 
this tradition of crowning the Blessed 
Mother, each bringing an individual 
flower.

Let us be sure that we always hold Our 
Blessed Mother in our hearts and our 
homes. We can recite the rosary each 
day, have an image of the Blessed Mother 
visible as a reminder of her fiat or yes to 
God, or even have a special shrine in our 
backyard. Maybe some of you will even have your own May 
Crowning in your family to not only foster devotion and faith, 
but to also draw your family closer to the heart of Our Savior.    

 

Every day, approximately 

nine kids who fall victim 

of a drowning accident 

in the United States do 

so because they do not 

know how to swim. At 

St. Raphael School, we 

are taking action so our 

students are able to not 

only swim, but also get 

out of the water safely.

�is special tradition 
�at takes place each 

year in May,  
Mary’s Mon�,  
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This year our third graders participated in  swim 
lessons at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara.  All of the students received a bathing 
suit, goggles, and a sports bag to begin their 
water adventure.   Students were bused over to the 
university for their four weeks of lessons ensuring 
that each child is comfortable in the water, and 
understands basic strokes and water safety.  

The health benefits of swimming are numerous.  It 
trains the cardiovascular system, is a low-impact 
exercise, and a great whole body workout.  There 
are also several psychological benefits of swimming. 

A swim session at the pool relaxes the mind, uplifts 
the spirit, and is just fun!  Besides this, swimming is 
also a recreational activity to have with friends and 
when it’s hot outside.  Being able to swim opens up 
a lot of recreational possibilities that wouldn’t be 
safe to practice otherwise: surfing, kayaking, boat 
fishing, and much more! 
So, congratulations to our 
third graders for completing 
their swim lessons in time to 
tackle the summer!  
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READY....SET...           Swim!
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Saint Raphael School 
160 Saint Josephs Street  
Santa Barbara, CA 93111

A Profile of a St. Raphael School Graduate:

Upon graduation from St. Raphael School,
we will be . . .

uccessful students who are

echnologically competent individuals receiving

igorous curriculum preparing us to be

cademic achievers,

eople of faith and

elpers in our community.  We are

ware individuals that

xcel as 

eaders!
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“I Raphael”
Each year, the Old Mission Santa 
Barbara holds a festival called “I 
Madonnari” in honor of the Italian 
name for street painters.  This celebrates a tradition 
continued in Italy since the 16th Century.  For the 
past four years, all of our students have participated 

in “I Raphael” to coincide with “I 
Madonnari” and celebrate the artistic 
skills of our students.  
Students, teachers, and parents 
all look forward to spending the 
afternoon in our quad creating 

unique masterpieces for our community 
to see.  The chalk drawings are visible 
for visitors that use the quad for 
parking before Mass, as well as anyone 
that comes to school.  Many will spend 
extra time admiring the students’ artwork and probably 
wonder who created the works of art!

These works of art will 
last throughout the 
summer and even into the 
fall season.  We hope that 
you will pay us a visit and 
celebrate“I Raphael”  
with us.

St. Raphael School upcoming events:

Website: www.straphaelschoolsb.org

May 29:  No School in Honor of    
 Memorial Day

June 1:  Graduation Mass at 10:00 am   
 and Graduation at 6:00 pm

June 9: Noon Dismissal and  
 Last day of School

August 12:  Dennis Uniform Sale from   
 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

August 23: First Day of School

September 21:  Student Council Mass

September 4:  No School for Labor Day

September 24:  Parish Festival
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